ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND THE PORTIUNCULA INDULGENCE
(THE GREAT PARDON)

The Portiuncula (small portion) refers to the land in Assisi, Italy,
that belonged to the Benedictines. On this land was an old church
dedicated to the Virgin Mother of God but abandoned.

The great St. Francis had great devotion to the Queen of the
world and when he saw that the church was deserted, he began to live
there constantly and repair it. He heard that the angels often visited it,
so that it was called St. Mary of the Angels.

The Benedictines wanted to give Francis the church but in order
to remain faithful to lady Poverty, Francis rented it from them with the
annual compensation of a basket of fish from the Tescio river. Here is
where Francis began his service to Christ and His Church.

Here Francis founded his Order, received Clare as his spiritual
daughter, and where he died commending this spot above all others to
the friars.

St. Francis had great love and compassion for everyone.

On a night in July, 1216, Francis was praying in the little church
of the Portiuncula devoured by love for God and a thirst to save souls.
He prayed for the forgiveness of sins of mankind.

Suddenly a brilliant light shone all around. In great splendor
Jesus and Mary appeared in the midst of a dazzling cloud surrounded
by a multitude of radiant angels.

Out of fear and reverence, St. Francis adored Our Lord prostrate
upon the ground.

Then Jesus said to him: Francis you are very zealous for the good of
souls. Ask me what you want for their salvation. St. Francis was rapt in
ecstasy before Jesus.

When he regained his courage he said:
" Lord, | a miserable sinner beg You to concede an indulgence to
all those who enter this church, who are truly contrite and have
confessed their sins. And | beg Blessed Mary, your Mother,
intercessor of man, that she intercede on behalf of this grace. "

Our Lady at once began to beseech her Son on behalf of Francis.
Jesus answered:

"It is a very great thing that which you ask Me; but you are
worthy of even greater things, Friar Francis, and greater things
you will have. So | accept your request, but | want you to go to
my Vicar, to whom | have given the power to bind and loose in
Heaven and on earth, to ask him on my behalf for this
indulgence.” (ed. Note: Matthew 16: 19).

With one of his companions, Francis hastened to Pope
Honorius lll and prostrate implored him to proclaim that every
one visiting the church and confessing their sins with a contrite
heart would be as pure from all sin and punishments as he was
immediately after baptism. The Pope granted this petition. This
indulgence as been extended to all parish churches throughout
the world.

The date was set from
vespers of the first of August until
sundown on the second of August,
the Feast of Our Lady of the Angels.
It is said that St. Francis was given
this day by Our Lord because the
Feast of the Chains of St. Peter
celebrated on August first is the day
Peter was released from prison and

Reliquary of St. Peter’s Chains ) :
located in his chains removed.

Church of St. Peter in Chains,
Rome, Italy

This is an extraordinary demonstration of God’s mercy in
removing the chains of sin from those who devoutly and faithfully
seek to gain the indulgence by completing its requirements.




The conditions to obtain the Plenary Indulgence of the
Forgiveness of Assisi is (for oneself or for a departed soul) is as follows:

The Portiuncula Indulgence is a grace not to be missed —not only for
yourself but for the many suffering souls in Purgatory.
... Sacramental Confession to be in God’s grace (during eight days

before or after.)
.. Participation in the Holy Mass and Eucharist

.. Recitation of The Apostles Creed, Our Father and also a prayer for
the Pope’s Intention (such as an Our Father, Hail Mary, etc.).
... Performance of a designated good work or act of piety
( a gift to the poor or kindly act toward a neighbor or family member)

Tell everyone of the magnitude of this gift.
Once again, we see the unfathomable Divine Mercy of God.

The Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
The Lords Prayer
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as itis in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Hail Mary
Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed are thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for
us sinners now and at the hour of our death Amen
Prayer of the Church
O God, who dost permit us annually to celebrate anew the dedication day of Thy temple,
and dost grant that we may attend the sacred mysteries in good health , hear the prayers
of Thy people and grant that all who enters this church to ask graces for themselves may
rejoice in the complete answer to their prayers, Through Christ Our Lord. Amen
As we honor Our Lady of the Angels,
may we find inspiration for our own growth and development

in the Gospel way of life
that Saint Francis embraced and lived so completely.
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The old church that was abandoned by the Benedictines (Portiuncula)
“small portion”, used by Francis and is now located within
Our lady of the Angels Church, Assisi, Italy

Confession will be heard from 5:30 pm onwards in the
Main Church, Main Hall & Mini Hall




